'flu's \Nee\c at O ur Lady of the £>laclc Hills 


Saturday Evening, December 20 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalms 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25-27; 
Luke 1:26-38 (violet) 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 

5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: Repose of Charles Senn) There will be an 
Irish Blessing following mass. 

Sunday, December 21 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalms 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29; 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 (violet) 

8:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: Kent Antonsen for 
improved health) 

9:15 - 10:00 am: Children’s Choir rehearsal 
10:30 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For the OLBH 
community) There will be an Irish Blessing following mass. 

7:00 pm: Eucharistic Adoration with Evening Prayer 

Mass Ministry Schedule** 


12/20 -12/21 

| 5:00 pm 

j[ 8:00 am j 

l 10:30 am 

Bread Baker 

| Irene Daschel 

Altar Servers 

Max Lyle 

Olivia Lyle 

Courtney Cassen 

K. Chamberlain 
Whitney Werdel 
Taylor Thies 

Mary Pulaski 

Curt Mahaffy 
Kayla McCaskell 

Precious Body 

John Osnes 

John Osnes 

John Osnes 

Precious Blood 

Judy Wilson 

Jacqui Blaha 

Jayme Hunt 

Reggie Hunt 

T. Thompson 
Caitlin Wilson 
Dennis Fisher 
Kevin Rohrbach 

Sharon Long 

Curt Lauinger 
Joni Osnes 

Brad Blauvelt 

Lectors 

Carrie Baker 

Tony Berendse 

Donna Boner 

C. Denekamp 

T. McCaskell 

Jim Pulaski 

Sacristans 

Charlie & Patty 
Cresalia 

Frank & Donna 
Boner 

The Blauvelt 
Family 

Ushers 

Steve Colgan 

Sue Colgan 

Tom Van Asma 
Marc Jacobs 

Brad McCaskell 
Jim Hoag 

Choir 

Folk Choir 

Regina’s 

Minstrels 

Family Choir 


**Please let Betsy know which mass you prefer to be scheduled for as we 
transition the weekend of January 24 & 25 to a new schedule (5:00 pm 
Saturday; 9:00 am or 6:00 pm Sunday). 



Monday, December 15 

Numerals 24:2-7, 15-17a; Psalms 
25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9; Matthew 
21:23-27 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Bailey Lien for blessings and 
health) 

6:30 - 8:00 pm: Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm: Advent Reconciliation at 
Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 - 8:30 pm: Book Club 

Tuesday, December 16 

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Psalms 
34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23; 
Matthew 21:28-32 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Repose of Adam Maberiy) 

7:00 - 8:30 pm: Boy Scouts 
7:00 pm: Advent Reconciliation at 
St. Therese 

Wed., December 17 

Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalms 72:1-2, 
3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17 
(violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Repose of Larry Eckely) 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 
6:00 - 8:00pm: High School Night 
7:00 pm: Advent Reconciliation at 
St. Isaac Jogues 

Thursday, December 18 

Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalms 72:1-2, 
12-13, 18-19; Matthew 1:18-25 
(violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Holly Lien for blessings and health) 
7:00 pm: Pastoral Council 

Friday, December 19 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalms 
71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25 
(violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

Saturday Morning, 
December 20 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalms 24:1-2, 3- 
4ab, 5-6; Luke 1:26-38 (violet) 

9:00 am - noon: Food Pantry 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Repose of Lorraine Kaufmann 



Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: 

Joe Creek, Kent Antonsen, Pat 
Hettesscheidt, Michelle McCarrick 
and Judy Olson. 

Repose: Sam Guiliano 


Collection Report 

December 7, 2008 


Loose.$ 3,305.67 

Envelopes. 2,213.00 

Student.42.87 

Building Fund .80.00 

Adopt a Seminarian .50.00 

Other.376.55 

Total .$ 6,068.09 


If you would change the world 
you must be the way you want the world to be. 

Gandhi 











Jolts from [)eacon John 


On January 25 th , we are changing our Sunday Mass 
schedule to facilitate the Edge and Life Teen programs 
for our middle- and high-school students. Although 
these teen programs are connected to and flow from the 
newly scheduled 6:00 p.m. Mass, this liturgy should not 
be viewed exclusively as a “teen Mass.” Based on the 
Life Teen liturgy that I experienced at St. Timothy’s 
Parish in Phoenix, Arizona, I believe that this Sunday 
evening Mass will appeal to and engage a broad 
spectrum of our parish family. 

Over my years as a Catholic music minister and liturgist, 
nothing confused and challenged me more than the 
recurring request, “We need to have a teen Mass.” To 
take the liturgy that in essence defines our Catholic 
identity—the source and summit of the Church’s life— 
and to try to tailor it to a specific age group seemed 
inconsistent with the universal and enduring nature of 
the Mass. To tinker with the fundamental structure of 
the celebration of Christ’s sacrifice and presence— 
handed down through the centuries, although 
occasionally revised and renewed—seemed to be outside 
the realm of amateurs with good intentions. 

Yet I couldn’t completely dismiss the requests because 
they were sometimes preceded by the word “Dad.” Dad, 
Mass is boring. Dad, why can’t we have music like Fill- 
in-the-Blank Church? Dad, let’s have a teen Mass. 
Although my three daughters have almost outgrown the 
teenage years, I had to wonder if I would ever outgrow 
them when Fr. Mark asked me to attend the Life Teen 
Liturgy and Music Conference last September. It seemed 
like another request for a “teen Mass.” 


Yor the f\jde Home 

Scripture 

• ...why then do you baptize...? (John 1:25) 

• ...to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and release to the prisoners... (Isaiah 
61:1) 

• ...the Almighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. (Luke 1:49,50) 

• I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make 
straight the way of the Lord,’ (John 1:23) 

• Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. (1 
Thessalonians 5:17) 

Reflection 

• Why do you baptize? How do you baptize? 

• Who are the “captives” and the “prisoners”? Who will 
“proclaim liberty” and “release them”? How are they 
set free? 

• Where is the “desert”? Where will you listen for “the 
voice crying out”? 

• When do you “pray without ceasing”? 


However, what I discovered at the conference was what 
“full, conscious and active participation”—the central 
theme of the Vatican II’s renewal of the liturgy—can look 
like in the 21 st Century for Catholics of all ages. 
Although one of the conference’s goals was “to bring the 
sacred traditions of the Church alive in our young 
people,” at the Masses during the conference, I 
witnessed a profound respect and love for the 
Eucharistic liturgy that is ageless. 

At St. Timothy’s Teen Mass (their term) on the Feast of 
the Exaltation of the Cross, I experienced a liturgy that 
definitely appealed to but was not limited to teenagers. 
Even though the readings were proclaimed by teenagers, 
the homily was reinforced by a prop (a simple cross), and 
the music was accompanied by guitars, keyboard, and 
drums, the careful planning and prayerful celebration of 
the Mass would make many liturgists jealous. 

St. Timothy’s Church seats well over 1,000 people, and 
the Teen Mass was literally standing room only—every 
seat was filled. However, the headcount at the Life Night 
that followed was only 200 teenagers plus 150 
conference attendees. Clearly, the majority of the seats 
were filled with people of every age—from families with 
preschoolers to senior citizens. This teen Mass was truly 
a Mass for the entire parish—and that is precisely what I 
hope and pray that our Sunday evening Mass, beginning 
on January 25 th , will be at Our Lady of the Black Hills. 


Prepare the Way of the Lord, 



by J~e<JE)ergh 

And yet in the name of liberty man is enslaved. He frees 
himself from one kind of servitude and enters into 
another. This is because freedom is bought by 
obligations, and obligations are bonds. We do not 
sufficiently distinguish the nature of bonds we take upon 
ourselves in order to be free. 

If I obligate myself spiritually in order to be free 
economically, then I buy a lower freedom at the price of 
a higher one, and in fact I enslave myself. (In ordinary 
words, this is called selling my soul for the sake of 
money, and what money can buy.) 

Today, as a matter of fact there is very little freedom 
anywhere because everyone is willing to sacrifice his 
spiritual liberty for some lower kind. He will compromise 
his personal integrity (spiritual liberty) for the sake of 
security, or ambition, or pleasure, or just to be left in 
peace. 1 



OLBH Parish N ews 


OLBH Volunteer Appreciation Party 

In appreciation for all the volunteers at OLBH, Fr. Mark 
and the staff invite you to a party in your honor on 
Sunday, January 4 th , from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. here at 
OLBH. Let us thank you for the gifts you have given! 

Returning Catholics Ministry 

Do you know someone who has left the 
Church? Most of us do not have to look 
very far to find non-practicing Catholics 
in our circle of family and friends. Many 
of us are concerned about these loved 
ones, but we don't know how to help 
them. Obviously, most of them are searching, but how 
can we help them find their way home? As baptized, 
practicing Catholics, we have a precious gift of faith and 
love from the Lord that needs to be shared with our non¬ 
practicing brothers and sisters. First, we need to pray 
for them. Next, we need to extend a personal invitation 
to them to come home to the Catholic Church. Most 
non-practicing Catholics are waiting for an invitation to 
return. Many mistakenly think they are 
excommunicated and are not welcome to return for a 
variety of reasons. Many non-practicing Catholics carry 
with them a tremendous amount of guilt and 
misinformation about the Church and are afraid of 
approaching the Church for fear of being rejected. You 
can make a tremendous difference in someone's life 
simply by reaching out to them and telling them that we 
miss them and would like for them to come back home 
to our Church family. Here at Our Lady of the Black 
Hills we have a special program to help non-practicing 
Catholics return to the Church entitled "Catholics 
Returning Home." The first series begins January 13, 
2009 at Our Lady of the Black Hills, 7-8:30 pm. Please 
pass this article on to anyone who might be interested. 
For more information call 787-5168 or olbh@olbh.org 

National Migration Week 

January 4 th -10 th , 2009. We encourage you to use this 
time to become more aware of immigration and 
remember that Christ, along with his parents, were 
immigrants in the land of Egypt shortly after his birth. 
This last week at Gatherings of Grace we reflected on our 
own feelings of immigration and tried to dispel negative 
immigration stereotypes and myths. If you were not able 
to attend, please pick up your home packet in the 
Gathering Area. There are great resources concerning 
immigration/migration. Also, please check out the 
usccb.org website and click under Social Justice Issues. 

Thanks from Teresa! 

I want to thank all the volunteers who helped with 
Gatherings of Grace! If you would be interested in 
helping with one of our Gatherings, please contact 
Teresa Thompson. 787-5168. Many hands make light 

Calling all Cantors and Choir Members 

Christmas rehearsal will be on Wednesday, December 
17 th at 7:00 pm. Any questions please contact Loraine 
at 716-9239. 


Men's Group Starting up at OLBH 

OLBH parish will be offering the men in our faith 
community an opportunity to encounter God and one 
another more fully through a method of communal 
prayerful and life related approach to the Sacred 
Scriptures. The Lumbko Bible Sharing Method is an 
international program designed to help us open our eyes 
to the presence and the working of God in our everyday 
lives. It will be an opportunity to share with one another 
in an atmosphere of openness and reciprocal listening of 
how the scripture speaks to us as individuals. Tentative 
beginning times and dates are Tuesday evening, January 
13 th at 7:00PM in the rectory or library or on Saturday, 
January 24 th after the 8:00 am Mass. Please contact 
Dave Allardyce for more information: 791-2303. 

Decorating for Christmas 

Donations for poinsettias for the Church for Christmas 
would be greatly appreciated. Donations can be left at 
the Church office. If you would rather purchase flowers 
yourself, please leave them at the church between Dec. 

15 and Dec. 21. Flowers really make a big difference in 
our Art and Environment and your donations are greatly 
appreciated. We will be decorating for Christmas after 
the Dec. 21 10:30 mass. This takes a lot of hands to 
make it go quickly and any volunteers are appreciated. 

A Request from/for the Heart 

Just a reminder, let’s support Father Mark’s decision to 
return to his vegan diet for health reasons and keep the 
sweets, baked goods and Christmas goodies away from 
the Rectory. 

Looking for a tax donation? 

As we move toward our Sunday evening mass on 
January 25 and the Life Teen and Edge program, we are 
looking to update our sound system. The sound system 
monitor upgrade to our existing sound system is 
required to help allow the music ministers to be able to 
hear themselves singing and playing when all the 
members of the ensemble are singing/ playing together at 
the same time. Music ministers in the front music area 
currently are not able to hear themselves through the 
main system as the congregation does. They are out of 
the range of the system speakers. Currently they 
concentrate on listening to the piano or organ, and work 
to blend their pitch, tone and volume to it. As more 
instruments are added, it becomes more difficult to hear, 
mainly due to the “liveliness” of our wood framed 
worship space and being out of range of the main 
speakers. Adding monitors will help the music ministers 
to be able to hear each other’s voices better, to achieve 
proper balance and to sing in tune with each other. If 
you are looking for an end of the year tax donation and 
would be interested in helping out with this project 
please give me a call. 

A Choir for Children and Teens 

Last two rehearsals today (Dec. 14) and next Sunday, 
Dec. 21 from 9:15 to 10 am in the practice room 
downstairs. See you there! Questions? Call Lorraine at 
787-5168. 





£)iocesan News 


A Message from Pope Benedict XVI 

“At Christmas we contemplate God made man, divine 
glory hidden beneath the poverty of a Child wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger; the Creator of 
the Universe reduced to the helplessness of an infant. 
Once we accept this paradox, we discover the Truth that 
sets us free and the Love that transforms our lives. On 
Bethlehem Night, the Redeemer becomes one of us, our 
companion along the precarious paths of history. Let us 
take the hand which he stretches out to us: it is a hand 
which seeks to take nothing from us, but only to give.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, Urbi et Orbi Message, Christmas 2005. 
www.vatican.va (use search option). (From the Diocesan Pro-Life 

The Christmas Story 

Come hear the Christmas story in song and Word in the 
quiet stillness of St. Martin Monastery Chapel by soloist 
Sandi Ohlen, and accompanist, Kaia Murphy, Monday, 
December 22 at 7:00 pm. All are welcome. A free will 
offering available for Church Response. For more 
information call 341-1078. 

Advent Resources on the Web 

The diocesan Web site has a listing of Advent 
reconciliation services in the diocese. Go to the home 
page at www.rapidcitvdiocese.org . For free resources, 
click on www.usccb.org/Advent . This site has an 
interactive Advent calendar with daily readings, prayers, 
and reflections. Learn more about the rich history of 
Advent and Christmas. Find good Christmas movies 
from reviews by the USCCB Office of Film and 
Broadcasting. 

Heal Your Grief 

The Bereavement Support Group, is an eight-week non- 
denominational support group for anyone grieving the 
loss of a loved one. The group begins at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, January 26 th , at Blessed Sacrament Church, 
4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City. Please come early to 
register! For information or to pre-register call Janece 
Rieman, 343-5547 or Jill at Family Life Ministries, 343- 
3541. 


Happiness is an Inside Job 

Level II Separated & Divorced Support Group, “Happiness 
Is An Inside Job”, begins at 7:00 p.m., Thursday, January 
8 th at St. Therese Church, 532 Adams St., Rapid City. 
Level II is an eight-week non-denominational support 
group using John Powell’s book by the same name. The 
group is designed to help those who are separated or 
divorced to deepen their healing experience and find new 
meaning and purpose in their lives. Previous Level I 
attendance helpful but not required. Registration fee 
(includes the book) is $38.00. Pre-registration is 
required! For information, contact Jill at Family Life 
Ministries at 343-3541. 

On Fire for the Lord ... 

Stir into flame the gift of God. (2 Timothy 1:6) 

Single Catholic Women 18-35 years of age are invited to 
spend a week-end in prayer, sharing, and vocation 
discernment with the Little Sisters of the Poor. Join the 
Sisters and other young women and experience God’s 
grace! The retreat will be held January 2-4, 2009, in 
Palatine, Illinois. No registration fee. For more 
information, contact Sr. Joseph Maureen at 
812.464.3607 or by e-mail at 

vocationinfo@littlesistersofthepoor. org . 

Friends of Luke & Martha 

The Friends of Luke 8s Martha is a singles group for 
individuals between the ages of 21 and 55. If you have 
never married, are separated, divorced, widowed or a 
single parent, please join us on December 14 in Room 
107 at 7:00 at Blessed Sacrament Church for a 
discussion on "Getting to know Jesus" through the 
Gospel of Mark. Call Terry at 341-1143 or Lisa at 342- 
2305 for more information. 


erseveranee m 


Y rayer 



“Pray without ceasing. . . Do not quench the Spirit. . . 

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it.” 


From Churches for Middle East Peace Reflections for the Third Sunday of Advent from http:/ / www.usccb.org/ sdwp/ middle east peace advent usccb.pdf 


We are called to pray unceasingly. What does prayer do? 
It invites God’s presence; it asks for action on the part of 
the divine. It also challenges us—it melts our hearts, 
transforms our consciences from the inside out, and 
moves us to act. It is in prayer that the veil is removed 
and our eyes are opened to see all persons, whether the 
same as us or different, as made in the image and 
likeness of God and with inherent dignity. In true prayer, 
we cannot help but to see God’s face in all people, even 
those whom we may perceive as our enemies. Prayer 
turns us into God’s hands and feet in the world. God is 


the “joy of my soul,” says the Prophet Isaiah (61:10). 
From inner transformation comes outer action. We are 
inspired and moved in prayer to go into the world and to 
right what is wrong. We do so renewed, no longer 
weighted by our doubt or despair, but renewed by faith 
and certain that what God asks of us can be achieved. 
During Advent, let us enter into prayer and ask the Holy 
Spirit to open our hearts and minds, and to give us the 
gifts we need to perform the work of peace in the Holy 
Land. 







